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0 unleſs you mg it about the 
of” Gets will ? Take this courſe, jt will c 
you bf error, or eſtabliſh you in the truth: in 
rde will be your ſatisfaction and peace. 
faithfub to Chriſt unleſs — eh 
wy his ve wind, and take his word, not 
cations and doAtrines of men, for your rule. N Nock 
is id intereſting,” ſo important, as. religion. - 
what. account will you give another day, if 
| have held even the true goſpel doctrine, -only. our | 
| of reverence to the judgment of men, znd not 22 
n revelation irſelf? 
90 a; Pry or ecoge Ml pay theſe .remon A ein- 
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ſerious With ſincere jon, I 
——commend you to the bleffing and ' afliftance of 
Gap, art to the ſacted influence of tbe word of 
has grace, which is able to build you up, and to give. 
* you ah Inheritance A re fan. 
1 Ape devdut wiſh, and 1 have done. you, 
Fir, and I, and the reſpective people to whom we 


minister, de lead into all truth, and find ac- 
75 ceptance and 'mercy with our common Lord and 


judge at” bis coming! I am, 
14 5 7 a bs: R er end Sit, 
. Your rumble Servant, and Brother, 
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JAMES i. 22. 


Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, de- 
ceiving your otonſelves. 


FF the earlier days of the chriſtian church, when 
our religion appeared in full ſplendour ; when 
it was accompanied by the charm of novelty, and 
confirmed by repeated miracles ; when our Sa- 
viour's life and converſation were ſtill imprinted 
on the minds of his followers, and every returning 
day confirmed the truth and excellency of the new 
religion ; even at this time, within the influence 
and under the preaching of the apoſtles, there 
exiſted diſciples, whoſe profeſſions were inſincere, 
whoſe religion was formal. Then, as now, a 
firm belief in a particular ſet of doctrines, a rigid 
attendance upon public worſhip, a ſtrict punctu- 
ality in private devotion, were too often con- 
ſidered as the evidences of that temper, which can 
only be manifeſted by juſtice and fidelity, hu- 
manity and the love of God. Againſt notions of 
this nature the text is directly levelled; and in 
the following verſes the apoſtle clearly proves, that 
the perfotmance of devotional ſervice will be at- 

. _* tended 
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tended with little benefit, unleſs it be diftated by 
the heart. A truth ſo important in- itſelf, ſo in- 
tereſting in its conſequences, furniſhes no im- 
proper ſubject for meditation at the preſent ſeaſon. 
I new appear before you in the charafter of your 
miniſter; and I cannot better commence my 
public ſervices, than by exhorting you, in the 
language of St. James, * to be doers of the word, 
te and not hearers only, deceiving your ownſelves.” 
May that great Being, without whoſe aſſiſtance 
Paul may plant, and Apollos may water in vain, - 
accompany with his bleſſing theſe and all my ſin- 
cere endeavours for the promotion of your beſt 
intereſts, and the advancement of his glory! 

In the farther proſecution of this diſcourſe, I 
ſhall briefly treat on the exhortation of the text, 
and then ſhew the manner in which the-public 
ſervices of religion fhould be diſcharged, in order 
to ſecure a compliance with the advice it contains. 

There is no error more dangerous, and few more 
univerſal, than the ſubſtitution of ceremonial ob- 
ſervances, in the room of purity of life, and righ- 
teouſneſs of practice. Into this miſtake the Jews 
were continually falling; and not ſmall is the 
number of Chriſtians who have imitated their ex- 
ample. The ſtreſs laid upon ceremonial obſerv- 
ances was highly blameable in the former, in the 
latter far mo:e blameable. The worſhip of the 
law was pompous and ſplendid, that of the goſpel 
is ſimple and plain. The firſt abounded in rites 
. and 
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and ceremonies, the other hath few poſitive inſti- 
'rutions: The Jews, thbrefore, might plead the 
natural tendency of their religion ; ; the Chriſtians 
are entirely without excuſe: kd Ov 

That a ſtrict compliance with the ordinances, 
win by no means compenſate for A deficiency in 
the ſpirit'sf religion, is demonſtrable by reaſon. 
That an exact performance of ritual duty, a 
punctual attendance upon public worſhip, a fer- 
vent zeal for certain artieles of faith, will not ſup- 
ply the place of real piety, is the repeated af- 
firmation of Scripture. To what purpoſe is the 
© multitude of your ſacrifices unto me, ſaith the 
* Lord? I am full of the e ee of rams, 
te and the fat of fed beaſts; I delight not in the 
ce blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he- goats. 
* When ye come to apþEar before me, who hath 
ce required this at your Hand to tread my courts? 
Bring no more vain' oblations; incenſe is an 
'« abomination to me; the new-moons and ſab- 
ee baths, the calling of aſſemblies, I cannot away 
« with; it is iniquity, even the ſolemn meeting. 
« Your new-moons and your appointed feafts my 
e ſoul hateth ; they are a trouble unto me; I am 
c weary to bear them. But waſh ye, make ye 
&« clean: put away the evil of your doings from 
ce before mine eyes; ceaſe to do evil; learn to 
« do well; ſeek judgment, relieve the oppreſſed, 
90 judge the b plead for the widow.” 2 
Iſaiah 1. 11, 12, &c. 
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In the Law, under the operation of which this 
ſtrong. and neryous language was conceived, the 
perfections of the Almighty were partially diſ- 
played. In the Goſpel his true character is unfolded, 
and the ſervices he requires clearly aſcertained. 
God, faith our Saviour, is a ſpirit; and they that 
worſhip him muſt worſhiphim inſpirit and in truth. 
To the ſame purport are all the injunctions of 
chriſtianity : and for the promotion of this end, its 
external inſtitutions are -admirably adapted. The 
deſign of every rite is,. to inſpire the heart with 
ſubmiſſion and gratitude to God, with love and 
affection to mankind; and the diſciple who is 
deſtitute of theſe virtues, hath little profited by 
the law of Chriſt : negle&ful of the ſubſtance, he 
hath purſved a ſhadow ;. buſied about concerns of 
ſmall moment, he hath overlooked the one thing 
needful. For no ceremonial performances, no 
bodily exerciſes, are pleaſing to God, any farther 
than as they are uſeful to ourſelves. Where they 
excite good diſpoſitions, and animate to virtuous 

conduct, there only they meet his approbation, 
Therefore, my fellow-chriſtians, examine your- 
ſelves. Review the motives from which you en- 
gage in the public and private duties of religion: 
beware left you ſubſtitute the outward act, in the 
room of the inward temper: do not imagine, that 
a ſtrict obſervance of ordinances will ſupply the 
place of moral duty: remember, the one is the 
means, the other the end: recollect, that the re- 
4 wards 
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'wards of chriſtianity, are not annexed to the bare 
bearing, but to the doing of the word: for it is 
the aſſertion of our great Maſter, that not every 
one who ſaith unto him, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter 
© into the kingdom of heaven, but he only who 
rc doth the will of his Father who is in heaven.“ 

Having thus briefly conſidered the leading idea 
of the text, I proceed to ſhew, ſecondly, in what 
manner, and with what diſpoſitions, we ſhould 
perform the public ſervices of religion, if we be 
ſolicitous that they ſhould 2 our e and 
influence our lives. 

In the firſt place, let is be atendid with 
conſtancy. In this aſſembly I ſhall not enlarge 
- on the reaſonableneſs, or obligation.of public wor- 
ſhip ; truſting that I am ſpeaking to perſons, who 
are not only convinced of both, but who diſcover 


their conviction by their practice. So long as 


mankind ſhall be connected by the ties of ſociety, 
or united by nature and intereſt; ſo long as they 
ſhall feel common wants, or experience common 
cares; ſo long it will be their duty to meet to- 
gether, for the purpoſe of addreſſing their com- 
mon Parent, and confirming their obedience to 
his will. The propriety of this conduct is evi- 
dent, and it is impoſſible to avoid perceiving it: 
wonderful, therefore, is the behaviour of numbers 
who frequently abſent themſelves from the houſe, 
though they would be thought to credit the ex- 
iſtence, and believe in the perfections of the Deity. 


Whilſt 
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Whilſt ſuch is their practice, their profeſſions muſt 
be ſuſpicious. It is impoſſible to conceive rightly 
of God, without expreſſing our conceptions by 
ſuitable acts. If he be believed, he will be feared; 
if he be known, he will be loved; if he be loved, 
he will be worſhipped. The reaſons which enforce 
an attendance upon the public ſervices of religion 
for once, enforce it perpetually ; the obligation 
1s the ſame at all times, and can never ceaſe to 
operate; the relation we bear to God continually 
ſubſiſts; the theme of praiſe is ĩnexhauſtible; the 
bleſſings of heaven daily deſcend on our heads. 
The allurements of the world frequently folici: 
our attention; the ſnarcs of fini demand unremit- 

ted vigilance. In tliis fituation, is not the ſteady 

performance ot devotional duties not only highly 

reaſonable, but abſolutely neceſſary? Too mani- 
. feſt is the fact, that if they be entirely neglected, 

or even partially diſcharged, forgetfulneſs of God, 

and diſobedience to his laws, quickly ſucceed. 
The avocations of buſineſs, or pleaſure, efface im- 
preſſions which once were lively; virtue loſes her 
attractions, and religion her charms; temptations 
no longer meet with reſiſtance, and the intereſts 
of a future world are ſacrificed to the pleaſures of 
the preſent. This, though. a melancholy, is a 
true repreſentation of the conſequences attending 
the neglect of religious worſhip. Frightful and 
unhappy as they are, may they duly impreſs your 
minds ! Never may you devote that time to plea- 
ſure, 
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ſure, or buſineſs, which ſhould be employed in 
publicly worſhipping God, and attending to the, 
inſtructions of his word. If you wiſh to be doers, 
be conſtant hearers of the word. Reflect, that the 
welfare of your ſouls is of more conſequence than 
the relaxation of your bodies, and the favour of 
God more deſirable than the extenſion of your 
trade. | 
Secondly, the public ſervices of religion ſhould 
be engaged in with ſeriouſneſs. Without this 
qualification, they can neither be acceptable to 
God, nor uſeful to ourſelves: on the contrary, 
they will harden the heart, and increaſe condem- 
nation. Omniſcience cannot be deceived with out- 
ward forms, nor virtuous diſpoſitions be ſtrength- 
ened by the motion of the lips. The ſervice in 
which the mind is not engaged, can have little in- 
fluence on the regulation of life. The prayer in 
which ſincerity hath no part, can never be ac- 
ceptable to the God of truth. To pleaſe the Deity, 
he muſt be worſhipped with fervour ; to reap the 
benefits of religious ordinances, they muſt be the 
acts of the heart, Hypocriſy is at no time fo de- 
| teſtable, as when it enters the church : lightneſs 
of manners, and levity of mind, are never ſo im- 
proper, as when carried into the immediate pre- 
ſence of God. To addreſs the Creator and Pre- 
ſerver of our lives, with a lie upon the lips, is pre- 
ſumption in the extreme. To approach the firſt 
and moſt exalted of all beings, in a trifling or 


careleſs 


| 
| 
3 
1 
4 
F 
3 
| 
. 
|| 


* . — ͤ „ ˙•‚——— — —— — ' 


. -r cl 


- — — — — 


12 1 


careleſs manner, is a mockery the moſt ſolemn. 


Sincerityand ſeriouſneſs are indiſpenſably neceſſary 
when we worſhip the Lord of heaven and earth ; 
for | he cannot be- deceived, neither will he be 
mocked. Be perſuaded then, my brethren, to enter 
this houſe with ſeriouſneſs, and behave in it with 
propriety ; worſhip God with fervour of affection, 
and ſolemnity of manner; let not the wandering 
eye, or drowſy poſture, betray the inattention of 
your minds. Come not here for amuſement, but 
inſtruction; come not here to trifle, but to attend; 
come not here to quiet the reproaches of con- 
ſcience, but from a ſincere defire of increaſing in 
virtue; come not here to criticiſe on the preacher, 
or to furniſh yourſelves with matter for uſeleſs de- 
bate with your fellow- chriſtians, but for the more 
important purpoſes of worſhipping the Almighty 
in ſincerity, and confirming your obedience to 
his will. To conclude this head with the advice 
of Solomon, * Keep your feet when you go to 


© the houſe of God, and be more ready to hear, 


e than to offer the ſacrifice of fools.” 

To render our public ſervices uſeful, they 
ſhould, in the third place, be reviewed with at- 
tention. Though the ſervices of religion be at- 
tended with conſtancy, and diſcharged with ſeri- 
ouſneſs, yet if the remembrance be diſmiſſed with 
the performance of them, their influence on the 
conduct will be inconſiderable. Emotions which 
are not cultivated; will quickly ſubſide ; convic- 

: tions 
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tions Which are not purſued, will ſpeedily be for- 
gotten. Impreſſions to be laſting, muſt be foſtered 
with care; reſolutions to be kept, muſt be recalled 
with frequency; truths which are not conſidered, 
may as well not be known; acts of worſhip which 
are not reviewed, may without detriment be omit- 
ted. The ſole deſign of the external inſtitutions, 


is, to promote the internal ſpirit of religion; 


which they will never effect, if the diſpoſitions 
they raiſe be not carried out of the church. If, 
my brethren, you defire to render your attendance 
upon the houſe of God pleaſing and beneficial, 
frequently refle& on the prayers you offer, and 
the truths you hear; feriouſly conſider the im- 
preſſions you feel, and the reſolutions you form: 
let this be your conduct, and your piety will in- 
fluence your practice. Whilſt you worſhip your 
Creator, you will not omit your duty towards 
your brethren; whilſt you reverence religion, you 
will not diſregard morality. Walking humbly 
with your God, you will do juſtice, love mercy, 
viſit the widow and fatherleſs in their affliction, 
and keep. yourſelves unſpotted from the world. 
Be perſuaded then, as you reverence and love 
the beſt of Beings; as you feel any gratitude, or 
would afcribe any praiſe; as you wiſh to reſiſt 
temptation, or deſire to increaſe in goodneſs ; as 
you would enjoy the bleſſings of the world, and 
inherit the happineſs of heaven; to be exact in 
your attendance upon the ſtated forms of religion; 


to be ſincere and ſerious in the worſhip of your 


C God; 
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God; to be rigid and impartial in the examina- 
tion of yourſelves. Thus, whilſt habits of piety 
and virtue are formed within you, you will grow 
more and more like unto the Deity, experience 
his favour in the preſent life, and be admitted wo 
his bliſsful preſence in that which is to come. 

. Having concluded the obſervations I propoſed 
to derive from the text, I beg leave to advert to 
a ſubje& which is by no means unconnected with 
it: and though what I am about to ſay, may re- 
late chiefly to myſelf, I doubt not but it will be 
heard with patience, and received with candour. 

- You, my friends, have choſen me as the con- 
ducter of your public religious ſervices, and in 
that capacity I now appear before you. Fully 
ſenſible of the honour you have done me, "and 
convinced of the importance of the office Fam 
called to fill, gratitude and dutyrender me anxious 
to ſecure the continuance of your eſteem. In- 
fluenced by theſe motives, I ſhall apply to the 
work which lies before me with diligence ; and 
happy ſhall I be, if, through the bleſſing of God, 
my labour be crowned with ſuccefs. The object 
I aim at is your ſpiritual improvement; and to 


"this/end all my endeavours will be directed. Let 


me then affectionately and earneſtly entreat you 


to attend the external means of religion with con- 


ſtancy and ſcriouſneſs, with ſincerity and attention. 
This conduct will be uſeful to yourſelves, and 


pleaſing to me: you will advance in the graces 
of the chriſtian life, and I ſhall be rendered the 


happy 


| E 
happy inſtrument of promoting your eternal wel- 
fare. Truſting that you will comply with my 
wiſhes, I ſhall in the courſe of my miniſtry inſiſt 
upon thoſe truths only, which have an evident 
tendency to render you more grateful and obe- 
dient to God, more affectionate and beneficent to 
mankind: and whilſt I know that I am account- 
able to that great Being, to whoſe ſervice I have 
devoted my life, I think I ſhall not flatter, and I 
hope I ſhall not deceive. I appeal to my heart, 
I appeal to Him who ſearcheth my heart, that I 
preach not myſelf, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and 
myſelf your ſervant for his ſake. I aſpire not to 
the guidance of your faith, or the direction of 
your conſciences; my ambition terminates in 
being the helper of your joy. With truth I can 
affirm, that I wiſh not yours, but you. Your ad- 
vancement in holineſs will abundantly compenſate 
for any diſadvantages to which I may be expoſed, S 
and ever conſtitute my chief 'felicity. } 
With theſe views, and theſe hopes, my brethren, 
I commence my public ſervices: the accompliſh- 
ment of them, you muſt be ſenſible, depends upon 
yourſelves. The encouragement you give me 
will determine my ſucceſs: the affection you bear 
me will regulate my comfort. As it will be my 
endeavour to diſcover and- enforce the will of 
Chriſt, I doubt not but it will be yours to attend 
my preaching with regularity, and toreceive itwith 
candour. As a man, and eſpecially as a young 
man, I expect not to be free from miſtakes and 
indiſ- 


RF 


indiſcretions : all I boaſt is an honeſt intention, 
and a heart ſincerely devoted to your ſervice. In 
the courſe of my duty, ſhould I-advance any thing 


which may appear novel or ill-founded, do not 


haſtily blame me: try all I deliver by the only rule 
af faith and practice, the Scriptures; and if, upon 
mature enquiry, you do not find it there, reject it 
without heſitation. Yet let me not be cenſured; 
let me not be lighted; conſider me as an upright, 


though a miſtaken man ; and whilſt you judge 
for yourſelves, allow me the ſame privilege... To 


conclude, pardon my errors, overlook my de- 
ficiencies, and favourably receive my ſincere at- 
tempts for the promotion of your immortal in- 
tereſts. Let your hearts and your prayers attend 
me; and let us all firmly reſolve, and conſtantly 
endeavour to keep conſciences void of offence 
towards God and towards men; to work out our 


. falvation with fear and trembling ; to adorn the 


doctrinqof God our Saviour in all things. 
And ow, O thou greateſt and beſt of Beings ! 


in whoſe hands are all our ways, and upon whoſe 


good pleaſure depends the ſucceſs of all our under- 
takings, look down from heaven and viſit this 
vine, and the vineyard which thy right hand hath 
planted. Direct the way of thy ſervant unto this 


people. Let them be his hope and comfort in the 


preſent life, bis joy and crown of rejoicing in the 
preſence of the Lord Jeſus at his coming! Amen 
and Amen. 


n 


